
                                                   

 

    

 

                                                
CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

Institutions, Masters, and Apprentices (Ustod - Shogird) in the Safeguarding, 
Transmission, Research, and Transformation of Turkic Music and Dance Traditions 

10th Symposium of the ICTMD Study Group on Music and Dance in the Turkic World 

22 - 25 May 2026, Tashkent, Uzbekistan 
 

The ICTMD Study Group on Music and Dance in the Turkic World, established 20 years ago in 
2006, is pleased to announce our 10th anniversary Symposium, co-organized with the State 
Conservatory of Uzbekistan and with the support of the Ministry of Culture of Uzbekistan, the 
Union of Composers and Bastakors of Uzbekistan, the Institute of Variety Arts named for B. 
Zokirov, and the State Academy of Choreography of Uzbekistan. 

This Symposium will be held in conjunction with the 90th Jubilee of the State Conservatory 
of Uzbekistan. Established in 1936, the State Conservatory is the country’s premier institution 
for higher music education. It has been instrumental in cultivating professional musicians, 
composers, and musicologists, preserving Uzbekistan’s rich musical traditions, and integrating 
them with global classical music heritage. The conservatory offers programs in performance, 
composition, conducting, and research, contributing to the artistic identity of Uzbekistan and 
global music education. 

Conservatory website: http://conservatory.uz// 

http://conservatory.uz//


Themes for Submission 
The Symposium invites submissions that focus on the following interrelated topics: 

1. Conservatories, Archives, and Other Institutions: Their Role in Teaching, Study, 
Preservation, and Reinterpretation of Turkic Intangible Cultural Heritage 
This theme explores the roles of both formal and informal institutions—such as conservatories, 
archives, museums, cultural centers, and local initiatives—in safeguarding Turkic traditions. It 
examines the balance between preservation and innovation, as well as the spaces these 
organizations create for transmission and reinterpretation. 

2. Modal Music in the Turkic World as Living Heritage: Makam, Mugham, Maqom, 
Muqam, and Related Traditions 
This theme delves into the transformation of modal traditions across the Turkic world, examining 
regional variants, performance practices, and their role in pedagogy and identity. It considers 
how these systems connect to spirituality and cultural continuity while adapting to modern 
contexts. 

3. Epics in the Turkic World: Transmission, Preservation, and Transformation of Turkic 
Epic and Bardic Traditions 
This theme addresses the central role of oral epic and bardic traditions in Turkic culture, focusing 
on master-apprentice lineages, performance artistry, and shifts brought by modernization. It also 
explores the scholarly study and reinterpretation of these traditions. 

4. Dance Traditions: Belonging, Memory, Ritual, Expression, and Embodiment in the 
Turkic World 
This theme highlights dance as an embodied expression of belonging, memory, and ritual 
practice. It examines how dance is transmitted through masters, students, families, and 
institutions, while reflecting cultural hierarchies, negotiation, and innovation in a globalized 
world. 

Cross-Cutting Issues 
Participants are invited to explore shared challenges across all themes, such as: 

● The evolving state of the ustod-shogird (master-apprentice) relationship 

● Tensions between institutionalization and living practice 

● The balance between heritage and innovation 

● Cultural hierarchies and legitimacy 

● The impact of globalization and diaspora mobility 

● Ethical considerations, representation, and appropriation 

● The role of embodied knowledge alongside documented forms 

● Challenges of generational continuity and youth engagement 

● Social, ritual, and healing functions of traditions 



● The influence of research, archiving, and academic study in shaping how traditions are 
transmitted 

CONCERTS, WORKSHOPS, AND VIDEO DEMONSTRATIONS 
The Symposium will offer a dynamic blend of scholarly presentations and artistic performances. 
In addition to papers and round tables, the Program Committee invites proposals for: 

● Workshops 

● Concerts 

● Presentations of books, records, and films 

SUBMISSIONS 
We invite submissions that offer new and rigorous approaches to the study of traditional cultures. 
Review criteria will consider clarity of purpose, relevance, originality, ethical awareness, and 
practitioner-scholar collaboration. 

Submission package: 
Please download and complete the official Symposium Submission Form. 

Your submission should include: 
– Completed form (selecting the appropriate category) 
– Abstract (250–300 words) 
– 7–10 keywords 
– Short biography (100–150 words) 
– For performances, workshops, and publication presentations: include a short description and link to  

sample material (audio, video, or images). 
– For film and video submissions: include a synopsis (150–200 words) and creator’s statement addressing 
context and consent. 

Abstracts must be in English only. The deadline for submissions is February 1, 2026. 

Please use the attached submission form or download from this link  

All proposals should be submitted via email to: 
ictmd.turkic@gmail.com 

Selected papers will be published in the Symposium proceedings post-conference. 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION  
Languages: English, Uzbek, Turkish, Russian 

 
Presentations in languages other than English must be accompanied by full and identical English 
subtitles or text on slides. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DGVBgfVpStSw7MpKatxHaTB-Z30rOeZB/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116163061325195337395&rtpof=true&sd=true
mailto:ictmd.turkic@gmail.com


Presentation length: 

o Papers: 20 minutes + 10 minutes for discussion 

o Panels: 90 minutes (including discussion) 

o Round tables: 60 minutes 

o Workshops: 60 minutes 

o Concerts: 20 minutes 

o Presentations of books and recordings: 20 minutes (including discussion) 

o Films: up to 30 minutes 

Format: In-person participation only. To participate, you must be a member of ICTMD in good 
standing. For membership details, visit ICTMD Membership. 

Registration Fee: 

● $40 for regular participants 

● $30 for graduate/postgraduate students 
The fee includes program and abstract booklets, welcome reception, coffee breaks, master 
classes, and concerts performed by traditional Turkic artists. 

 

INFORMATION ON ARRIVAL AND ACCOMMODATIONS 
Venue: 
State Conservatory of Uzbekistan, Tashkent city, Shaykhontokhur district, B. Zokirov Street 1, 
House 

Hotels: A list will be provided with travel logistics at a later date. 

Contact details of local organizers: 
Institute of Variety Arts named after B. Zokirov, Tashkent city, Shaykhontokhur district, B. 
Zokirov Street 1, House 

For more information, please visit: 
ICTMD Turkic Study Group  

or contact the Executive Board: 
ictmd.turkic@gmail.com 

We look forward to welcoming you in Uzbekistan in 2026! 

Abdullah Akat 
Chair of the ICTMD Study Group on Music and Dance in the Turkic World 

https://ictmd.org/membership
https://ictmd.org/studygroup/turkic
mailto:ictmd.turkic@gmail.com


COMMITTEES 

Program Committee 
● Anna Oldfield, Professor, Coastal Carolina University (USA) – Chair 

● Shoyista Ganikhanova, Professor, State Conservatory of Uzbekistan (Uzbekistan) 

● Elnora Mamadjanova, Prof., PhD, State Conservatory of Uzbekistan (Uzbekistan) 

● Abdullah Akat, Prof. Dr., Istanbul University State Conservatory (Turkey) 

● Lala Huseynova, Professor, Vice-Rector, State Conservatory of Azerbaijan (Azerbaijan) 

● Valeriya Nedlina, Professor, State Conservatory of Kazakhstan (Kazakhstan) 

● Galina Sychenko, President, Eurasia Archive named after Romano Mastromattei (Italy) 

● Sashar Zarif, Director, The Institute for Embodied Wisdom (Canada/Iran) 

Local Organizing Committee 
● Sayyora Gafurova, Professor, Vice-Rector, State Conservatory of Uzbekistan 

(Uzbekistan) – Chair 

● Saida Kasimkhodjaeva, Prof., PhD, State Conservatory of Uzbekistan (Uzbekistan) 

● Elnora Mamadjanova, Prof., PhD, State Conservatory of Uzbekistan (Uzbekistan) 

● Suraya Abdullaeva, Assoc. Prof., PhD, The Institute of Variety Arts named for B. 
Zokirov (Uzbekistan) 

● Munavvara Abdullaeva, Assoc. Prof., PhD, State Conservatory of Uzbekistan 
(Uzbekistan) 

● Bahtiyor Ashurov, Assoc. Prof., PhD, State Conservatory of Uzbekistan (Uzbekistan) 

● Chinora Ergasheva, Assoc. Prof., PhD, State Conservatory of Uzbekistan (Uzbekistan) 

● Feruza Muxamedova, Assoc. Prof., PhD, The Institute of Variety Arts named after B. 
Zokirov (Uzbekistan) 

● Dilyara Islyamova, PhD, State Conservatory of Uzbekistan (Uzbekistan) 

● Iroda Mirtolipova, PhD, State Conservatory of Uzbekistan (Uzbekistan) 
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